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Looking forward to 2018  
 Here it is December a time for looking back and forward. 

Looking forward I realize that I am in the final 6 months as Council 

President.  Some days it seems hard to believe that I have been in 

this job for almost 12 years.   It has been a fantastic ride with a lot 

of changes, the biggest being the name changes from Federation 

of Fly Fishers to International Federation of Fly Fishers to Fly Fish-

ers International.  I am very pleased at the direction that is now 

being taking with FFI. I think that the FFI will be in a stronger posi-

tion in the fly fishing world into the future. I also believe the Wash-

ington State Council is growing.  

 Looking forward, the final six months of my term as Council 

President will be busy.  In the immediate future will be partici-

pating in both The Fly Fishing Show in Lynnwood in February and 

the Washington Sportsman’s Show in Puyallup in January.  If you 

visit either show, please stop by the booth and say hi.  In addition, 

the Council Board is very busy in preparing for the Washington Fly 

Fishing Fair in Ellensburg in May.  This year’s show will again be 

Friday and Saturday May 4th and 5th at Kittitas Valley Event Center 

(Fairgrounds) in Ellensburg.  As things get finalized they will be 

posted on our webpage, wscffi.org.  Please visit the website often 

for updates. 
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A few good 
friends needed 

Conservation  

By Jack Whitney 

  Most of what I have 
read recently has been educa-
tional.  Knowing what is going 
on with our anadromous fish 
has been a crap shoot.  Some 
of what I hear makes sense, 
but most of it doesn’t.  There 
are a lot of opinions out there 
that are not backed by good 
science. So, when I find some-
thing that is backed by good 
science I save it, but just sav-
ing it doesn’t do anybody else 
any good.  This column is 
about a few things that I 
thought were worth reading. 
 The first article came in 
the form of an email written 
by Joe Dupont, Clearwater Re-
gion Fisheries Biologist.  Joe’s 
subject was titled “Explanation 
for a poor steelhead A run 
2017.” His article is very scien-
tific and has a number of 
graphs and charts. I believe it 
is well worth a fisherman’s 
time to read and understand 
the contents.  The article is 
posted on our website at: 
wscffi.org/conservation-why-
are-idahos-steelhead-runs-so-
low/ 
 The second article that 
I thought was interesting was 
published on the Keepemwet 
website. Keepemwet is a part-
ner with FFI and their website 
is at www.keepemwet.org.  
One of their contributors is 

Sascha Clark Danylchuk.  
Sascha, a fish scientist who 
specializes in recreational fish-
ing, primarily catch and re-
lease.  She also believes that 
anglers can learn a lot from 
scientists and  many of her 
blogs discuss how fishers can 
understand and apply what 
scientist are learning.   
 The Keepemwet site 
recently published an article 
by John McMillian dealing 
with runs of steelhead as well 
as chinook, coho, chum and 
pink salmon in the Skagit Riv-
er. These five species are 
different in the amount of 
time their fry live in fresh wa-
ter, their time in the ocean, 
and the number of times they 
return to freshwater. John 
writes about the differences of 
the life histories of each spe-
cies and how that affects the 
longevity of the species. You 
can read his piece on the 
Keepemwet website or got to 
these links: 
https://www.keepemwet.org/
blog/2017/8/22/thoughts-
from-john-mcmillan-salmon-
steelhead or 
https://www.keepemwet.org/
blog/2017/8/31/thoughts-
from-john-mcmillan-salmon-
steelhead-part-2. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Science, the fisherman’s friend 

 Many of us joined Fly 

Fishers International because 

we thought we could improve 

our angling by associating with 

others who shared our passion 

for fishing and the outdoors. 

Every day spent with a good 

friend on the river or at the 

tying bench we gain a little 

knowledge, our world gets a 

little bigger and our apprecia-

tion for the sport goes a little 

deeper.  

The same can be said 

for this organization. Time 

spent developing FFI in our 

state raises the profile of our 

sport and right now your Wash-

ington Council is seeking direc-

tors to help with statewide edu-

cation and membership pro-

grams. Beginning in July, the 

chapter also will need a new 

treasure to manage finances in 

the years ahead.  

The council is seeking 

vice presidents for both Educa-

tion and Membership. The VP 

of Education helps the council 

reach out to new fly fishers and 

fly clubs and works closely with 

the VP of Membership to en-

gage those people in the mis-

sion of FFI, which is to share fly 

casting and tying skills and sup-

port the conservation efforts 

that keep our fisheries healthy.  

For more information contact 
Council President Carl Johnson 
or any of the directors listed on 
the Washington Chapter web-
site at: www. http://wscffi.org/ 
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(continued from page 3) 

 My last item con-
cerns the poor run of steel-
head on the Thompson Riv-
er which is part of the Fra-
ser River system in British 
Columbia.  The Thompson 
River steelhead are noted 
for their large size, slim 
bodies and large tails.  
These features make them 
one of the finest fighting 
steelhead worth pursuing. 
Some anglers consider 
them the ultimate British 
Columbia steelhead. This 
run of steelhead has never 
had to deal with any dams.  Over the past 35 years the Thompson River steelhead runs have been 
as high as 3,000 fish. In 2016 the run went below 500 fish, a level never reached in the recent history 
of the Thompson. This year the run has been forecasted to be 240 fish. A couple of issues are being 
blamed for this low number.  First, the Fraser chum salmon return around the same time of the 
Thompson steelhead and about a quarter of the steelhead are killed in the gill net chum fishery.  The 
second issue is the deterioration of the ocean conditions for which global warming is being blamed.  
Another problem is that the commercial fisheries is regulated by the Canadian Federal government 
and the recreation fisheries are managed by the BC government. All in all, the BC fisheries managers 
are very worried that the Thompson River steelhead may soon be extinct.   
 Conservation seems to be having a bad year. 

A steelhead resting in cool water at the mouth of the Little White Salmon in 2016.  

Science, the fisherman’s friend 

 For members thinking of camping 

in Ellensburg at the Kittitas Valley Event 

Center (Fairgrounds) May 4 and 5 for the 

FFI Washington Fly Fishing Fair be sure to 

make reservations as early as possible. 

Fees in 2018 will remain the same as the 

past year at $30 a night for full hookups 

and $20 for dry campsites.  

 For more details contact FFI mem-

ber Robert Gerlach at rwg@anewds.com.  

Reserve campsites now for May 4-5 Fly Fishing Fair in Ellensburg 



  
by Mike Clancy  
 The new 
year has arrived 
and the Wash-
ington Council 
of Fly Fishers 
International is 
in the planning 
stage for its 
2018 Fly Fishing 
Academy. We 
will be ac-
cepting applica-
tions from stu-
dents  begin-
ning January 1, 2018 for another wonderful event for girls and boys, 12 to 16 years old.  It’s 
an opportunity for these kids to learn about conservation and fly fishing. Students will spend 
the week of June 24-30 at Gwinwood Christian Community Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, 
WA.  They will enjoy clean, warm cabins with showers and comfortable bunks.  All meals and 
fly fishing gear is provided. 
 Our goal is to open the door to the future in conservation and fly fishing, regardless of 
financial means, for any serious minded youth. 
 The applicant must write and submit by April 15 an essay stating why “THEY” would 
like to attend The Academy and they will need a letter of recommendation from their school 
counselor, science teacher, minister or a responsible person.  Applications may be submitted 
via email or U.S. Mail. 
 Questions may be directed to Mike Clancy @ mtclancy39@comcast.net, Jim Brosio @ 
brosioj@q.com or Tom VanGelder @ TVG@comcast.net.   Applications are available on our 
website – www.nwycffa.com  email address – nwycffa@comcast.net. And we are on Face 
Book.      

NW YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY 

FISHING ACADEMY  

Fly Fishing Academy History   

by Mike Clancy  
 It all started with idea of the found-
er, Dick Nye, a retired Tacoma middle school 
music teacher.  Preparations for the Acade-
my started in 2002 with Dick attending a 

youth camp, the nationally acclaimed, 
award winning Pennsylvania Rivers Conser-
vation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp in Boiling 
Springs, PA.  After 2 years of preparation, 

(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 

Dick conducted the first 
Academy on Hicks Lake in 
Lacey, WA. at the Gwin-
wood Christian Communi-
ty Center in 2004. 
 The Academy is a 
youth education project 
of The Washington Coun-
cil of TU, and is made 
possible with the help 
and support of the Wash-
ington State Council of 
the FFI, and supported by 
the members of The Pu-
get Sound Fly Fishers of 
Tacoma, Olympia Chapter 
of TU, the South Sound Fly 
Fishers of Olympia, and the Fly Fishing 
community. 
 Dick Nye retired after the 2008 
Academy.  Jim Brosio and I took over the 
responsibly of The Academy with our 
first challenge for the 2009 Academy.  
With the financial support of the Wash-
ington TU Chapters, the FFI, Fly Fishing 
Clubs, corporate and individual sponsors, 
we gave it our best and it worked.  In all 
the years that Jim and I have been co-
directors, we have been assisted by at 
least 50 volunteers each year.  Without 
the support of the groups I mentioned, 
this Academy would not happen.  Ron 
Smorynski and Jim Brosio, TU/SSFF/PSFF, 
have been involved since the very first 
Academy in 2004.  Tom Van Gelder, TU/
PSFF and Dave Bryant, PSFF/SSFF joined 
the staff, Matt Tuttle is the current Camp 

Director for the week-long event.  Bob 
Triggs has also been Camp Director in 
prior years.  
 The curriculum is structured to 
provide students with a background in 
environmental science and includes les-
sons in ecology, hydrology, aquatic ento-
mology, invasive species, watersheds, 
fish biology and behavior.  Students also 
learn the skill of fly fishing, including fly 
tying, casting instruction provided by FFI-
CCI’s, knot tying, stream side ethics and 
water safety.  All equipment is supplied, 
enrollment fee is $300, however; no one 
will be turned away because of money.   
 
Mike Clancy, Jim Brosio and Tom 
VanGelder – Co-Directors   
 

 The goal of every young angler, a trophy like this 
Kootenai rainbow taken near Troy , Montana.  

Fly Fishing Academy History  

We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can always 
build our youth for their future -FDR     





 

Looking forward to 2018 

 In addition 

to looking forward, 

I can’t help but 

look back over the 

time I have spent 

as Council Presi-

dent.  The one 

thing that comes 

to mind, as I do are 

the people that I 

have worked with 

over that time.  As 

you can imagine, 

may folks have 

helped with the 

Council during that 

time, some as 

Board members and some as volunteers.  Don’t 

worry I am not going to try and name everyone 

here, one because the list would be too long and 

second I would forget someone.  A number of 

folks who have volunteered are no longer with us 

and they are missed but not forgotten.  I THANK 

everyone of them for making my time as Council 

President so easy. 

 I hope to see everyone this year at the 

Fair in Ellensburg! 

 

 Carl Johnson 

Address  

Karen Royer has been a featured tier at  the Washington Council  Fly Fishing Fair in Ellensburg. 


