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By Carl Johnson, President
It is January as | write and as many do
this time of the year it is a time to
reflect on last year and look forward to
this year. Last year was a good year
for your Council. Some of the
highlights that | remember from last
year include the many awards that were
awarded to Council members at the
FFF Conclave in Whitefish (see article
on awards in this newsletter for
specifics), the stocking of Chopaka
Lake where Jerry McBride spent many
hours putting this together (Thanks
Jerry), and the Council’s Conclave last
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May. So many Council members from
across Washington worked many long
hours to make this event come together.
I would like to thank everyone that
helped make that event the success that
it was. | look forward to 2009 and the
promise it holds. This year the Council
is holding our Fly Fishing Fair in
Ellensburg on May 1% and 2™. In July,
the FFF Conclave will be in Loveland,
Colorado, proposed new home for the
FFF. 1 am looking forward to both of
these events. The Fly Fishing Fair, in
addition to being wonderful event, is
the Council’s main source of funds.
Currently we receive no money from
the FFF, so | encourage all of you to
put May 1% and 2™ on your calendar
and plan to be in Ellensburg. As you
can imagine it takes a lot of people to
successfully put on an event like this.
If you would like to volunteer to help
make the Fly fishing Fair a success,
please contact any Council Board
member.

Finally, as | think about last year
and look toward 2009 | think about
what | enjoy so much about being
President of this great Council. The
easiest and best part of the job is the
people that | have met. I’ve met so
many people, both with the Council
and around the FFF. It is the people
that have made the hard work worth it.
I hope that everyone has a great 2009,
has many memories of wonderful
fishing trips and of course, comes to
the Fly fishing Fair in May-
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Board’s Work

Next Meeting February 7, 2009
Bellevue Washington

Nominations for WSC Board
This year the term of 4 of our members

will expire, Carl Johnson, President;
Kevin Ryan, VP Conservation; David
Williams, VP Membership; and Sue
Morrison, Director at Large. Kevin has
been called back into active service
with the State of Washington is unable
to effectively split his time, so he is not
going to run for reelection. David, who
has taken over as editor of Covering the
Drift, wants to give up the Membership
position so we are looking for VP of
Conservation and a VP of Membership
in addition to a few open spots as
Director at Large. If you know of
anyone who would be interested in
joining the Board, please contact any
board member.

The Board meets four times a year. The
February meeting is in Bellevue on
Saturday after The Fly Fishing Show.
The May meeting coincides with the
Fly Fishing Fair in Ellensburg. We
also meet in July and November in
Ellensburg. The choice to meet in
Ellensburg is not random. We meet at
the Rodeo City Barbecue, just a few
blocks south of the spot marking the
geographic center of the state. Many of
the board members come a day early or
stay a day late to fish the Yakima or
other local water. Great excuse to fish
while helping the sport we all love.




Washington Council FFF

FFF Awards

Last year the WSC was well repre-
sented at the annual awards banquet
receiving five prestigious national
awards at Whitefish, Montana.

The Puget Sound Flyfishers received
the McKenzie Cup. The Evergreen
Fly Fishing Club received the Con-
servation Award. The Lew Jewett
Memorial Life Award, which in-
cludes a FFF life membership, was
awarded to John Newbury and Bill
Redman. Vern Jeremica received the
2008 Council Award of Excellence.
Congratulations and thank you for all
that you have done for fly fishing.

It’s not too soon to start thinking
about 2009 nominations. All nomi-
nations for all national awards should
be received by the FFF by April 1,
the exception being the conservation
award which must be sent to the con-
servation committee by February 28.
Information on FFF awards including
the criteria for each award and nomi-
nation forms can be found at
www.fedflyfishers.org/ under the
awards tab. To nominate a club or
individual and gain the council’s sup-
port for the nomination, we need the
nomination form by mid-March. If
you have any questions or want to
submit a nomination, please contact
Carl Johnson.
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The McKenzie Cup Award

By Mike Clancy

The McKenzie Cup award is presented
annually to the FFF club that has made
the most outstanding contribution on
behalf of the FFF. This year the Puget
Sound Flyfishers of Tacoma, Washington
was awarded the McKenzie Cup for
2008.

The Puget Sound Flyfishers celebrated its
50™ anniversary in 2006 and has a rich
history of education, conservation and
promoting fly fishing in Tacoma and
surrounding areas. Over the years, the
club has been active in supporting con-
servation projects on the Olympic Penin-
sula including Hood Canal and the South
Sound areas.

The club is an active member of the
Washington State Council of the FFF and
has supported the FFF at the national
level from its very beginning. The origi-
nal members of the club, along with
other northwest fly fishing clubs, were
active in forming the FFF as we know it
today. A glance at the list of Council
officers and directors reveals the level of
dedication and involvement of the Puget
Sound Flyfishers and its members to the
sport of fly fishing.

The current members of PSF are proud of
their history and will continue to support
our fly fishing community through edu-
cation and conservation.
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Youth Conservation

Pink salmon return to the Northwest in
2009

Applications are being accepted
from youth, ages 12 to 16, to attend
the annual Northwest Youth Con-
servation and Fly Fishing Acad-
emy. The Academy will be held
from June 21-27, 2009 at the Gwin-
wood Conference Center on Hicks
Lake in Lacey, Washington where
it will educate youth about the im-
portance of natural resource conser-
vation and stewardship, and learn
the basics of fly fishing. The week-
long event is modeled after the
award winning Pennsylvania Riv-
ers Conservation and Fly Fishing
Youth Camp.

The curriculum includes lessons in
ecology, hydrology, aquatic ento-
mology, invasive species, water-
sheds, wildlife management, and
fish behavior. Participants also
learn basic fly fishing skills like
casting, tying, fly selection, knots,
reading water, water safety, stream-
side etiquette, and the “catch and
release” ethic.

Twenty-four youth who show an
interest in the outdoors and fly fish-
ing will be selected to attend. The
Academy is co-educational with
acceptance based upon the candi-
date’s written essay indicating his/
her desire to attend and the expec-
tations she/he hopes to learn from
the camp. Tuition cost, including
meals and lodging, for the event is
$275. Scholarships may be offered
through local TU chapters and FFF
fly fishing clubs. Fly fishing rods,
reels, and fly tying equipment will
be available. The deadline for ap-
plications is April 15, 2009.

For further information, visit nwy-
cffa.org. To request brochures
email Mike Clancy @
2009academy@earthlink.net or
call 360-753-1259 eor 253-278-
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Northwest Fly Fishing
Events for 2009

February 4-8 Pacific NW Sports-
men’s Show @ Portland Expo
Center
www.otshows.com/PNWSS

February 6-8 The Fly Fishing
Show @Meydenbauer Center
Bellevue WA
www.flyfishingshow.com/
seattle.html

February 14-15 The Fly Fishing
Show @ Oregon Convention Cen-
ter Portland OR
www.flyfishingshow.com/
Portland.html

February 19-22 Evergreen Sports-
men’s Show @Evergreen State
Fairgrounds Monroe WA
Www.0tshows/ESS

February 28 Lower Umpqua Fly
Casters Fly Fishing Expo
@Reedsport High School Reeds-
port OR

www.lufc.us

March 6-8 Great Western Sport
Fishing Show @Spokane Conven-
tion Center Spokane WA
www.greatwesternsportfishingsho
w.com

March 13-14 Oregon Council FFF
Northwest Fly Tyers & Fly Fish-
ing Expo@Linn County Expo
Center Albany OR
www.nwilytyerexpo.com

May 1-2 Washington State Coun-
cil FFF Washington State Fly
Fishing Fair @ Kittitas Valley
Events Center, Ellensburg WA
www.washingtoncouncilfff.org
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2009 Washington

Fly Fishing Fair

The 2009 Washington Fly Fishing
Fair is a fly fishing celebration spon-
sored by the Washington State Coun-
cil of the Federation of Fly Fishers
(WSCFFF) in Ellensburg, May land
2. It is an opportunity for all those
interested in fly fishing to gather and
exchange ideas, advance their knowl-
edge, and have some fun. The se-
lection of Ellensburg as the event site
iS no accident. It is conveniently
located for both Eastside and
Westside fly anglers. The Kittitas
Event Center is a wonderful facility
with sufficient room for tying, semi-
nars and classes. Plus, a river runs
through it.

Highlights include:

Fly Tying Demonstrations
Watch 125 Northwest tiers create
their favorite patterns. Tiers include:
Henry Hoffman; Al Beatty; Bruce
Staples; Harry Lemire; John M.
Newberry; Steve Brocco; Darrel
Martin; Les Johnson; Tak Shimizu;
Paul Jacobson; Mark Romero; Karen
Royer; John Olshewsky; Vern Jere-
mica; Glen Wilson; Preston
Singletary; and Scott Peters.

Fly Tying Classes Materials and
vises will be available throughout the
day with instructors standing by to
help you tie your first fly or solve a
problem in your tying. *See Regis-
tration Form for class fees

Thread @%3$#**&7 Management
— Vern Jeremica

Beginning Fly Tying — Dick Lange
Micro Dry Flies — Leonard Gross
Set Spey Wings — Byron Bjerke
Antique Angler — Darrel Martin
Steelhead Tube Flies — Jack Cook
Bass Poppers — Sam Matalone
Tying Tips and Tricks— Michael
T. Williams

Dubbing Demystified—Michael T.
Williams
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Free Seminars

Alaska On The Cheap—Brian
O’Keefe tells how to fish Shangri-
La without selling your soul.

Fly Fishing Photography — Ed Soz-
inho and Earl Harper will show you
how to get better shots of your catch.
How to Fish Lakes — Tom Schrier will
present a primer for beginners and new
techniques for old hands.

Fly Fishing the South Fork Snake
River — Lee Davison, guide and master
casting instructor, covers this wonder-
ful cutthroat fishery.

Fishing the Klamath Basin — Marlon
Rampy, Chief Guide for Lonesome
Duck Lodge will show you the ins and
outs of the famed area around the
Klamath River.

The Olympic Peninsula — Doug Rose,
author and guide, will cover the how to
and where to of the Peninsula.
Western Washington Fishing—
Shannon Carroll, Emerald Water guide
reveals Westside fishing opportunities.
Smallies in Washington — David Wil-
liams, author and smallmouth bass guy
will spill his guts about Washington
smallies.

Fishing Dry on the Beaches of Puget
Sound - Leland Miyawaki will present
a program on fishing his famous pop-
per for searun cutthroat and salmon.
Fly Fishing Yellowstone Park Back
Country—Bruce Staples, author and
experienced angler gives the scoop on
Yellowstone Park.

Casting Lessons

Beginning Casting group lessons
taught by FFF Certified Instructors
Emergency Casting Clinic - FFF
Certified Casting Instructors standing
by to help individuals improve any
part of their casting

Individual Private casting lessons
from Master Instructors

Introduction to Spey Casting - On
the water...bring Spey rod, reel, line
and waders!

Beginning Casting Class taught by
women for women

Casting in wind conditions
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Casting Competition

5 WT competition with combined
score for accuracy and distance.
Get the tournament rules on the
website below and read them be-
fore the competition!

Several competing categories
Individual and team competition
Danish Games Casting course - Go
through the course for fun or regis-
ter to compete for a prize.
Additional information and regis-
tration forms for classes and dinner
can be found at our website
www.washingtoncouncilfff.org
Lodging: Group Rates Pro-
vided By:

Best Western Lincoln Inn and
Suites

211 W Umptanum Road
Ellensburg, WA 98926

P: 509-925-4244

The Best Western is the Headquar-
ters Hotel with a block of reserved
rooms. Please make your reserva-
tions early.

Quality Inn and Conference Cen-
ter

1700 Canyon Road

Ellensburg, WA 98926

P: 509-925-9800

Ellensburg Super 8 Motel

1500 Canyon Rd.

Ellensburg, WA 98926

P: 509-962-6888

To reserve camping sites at the
Fair, contact the WSCFFF. See:
www.washingtoncouncilfff.org

Ray Willms, Carl Johnson and Bob
Shirley at the meeting of the Rock-
port Fly Fishers in Texas.




Ya Gotta Eat To
Keep Up Yer

Strength

Those who attended the 2008 Fly
Fishing Fair (the show formerly
knows as Conclave) found some
good food served up by Cascade
Mountain Grilling from their
chuckwagon located just outside the
building housing all the fly crafters.
I’m surprised anyone stayed inside
around lunchtime as the smell of
those onions on the grill was
enough to make my stomach sit up
and take notice. This year those
who attend can expect more of the
same including coffee and breakfast
sandwiches as well as hamburgers
and hotdogs for lunch.

On Saturday night, we roll out the
traditional Ellensburg barbecue buf-
fet catered by the Rodeo City Bar-B
-Q. You will be able to enjoy a
buffet selection of barbequed
pork ribs, tri-tip steak, and
chicken with an assortment of
side dishes—all for only $35.00
per person for the general public.
Show participants can get all that
good stuff for only $25.00.
Please make our treasurer (and
the caterer) happy by reserving
your spot early. Reservation
forms for the Saturday night din-
ner can be found on the website
www.washingtoncouncilfff.org.
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But wait, there’s more. If you
order now, you’ll also receive
the opportunity to bid on tons of
really cool auction items as there
will be silent auctions closing
throughout the day, plus several
raffles after dinner.

And if you act now, you can also
get a chance to bid on the limited
number of oral auction items that
go on the block right after dinner
is over. To get all in the right
frame of mind, Happy Hour at
the no-host bar will begin at 6
pm and will continue to serve
through dinner.

Clean Out the

Clutter

It seemed a good idea at the time—
you know, the pontoon boat, the
saltwater rod and reel combo, the 2
weight bluegill rod—all that good
fly fishing gear that you bought
fully intending to use every week-
end, but now sits in the garage tak-
ing up much needed space.

And your fly tying desk is a sham-
bles with hooks, hair, feathers,
necks and tools that could be used
by others.

We can help solve your space prob-
lem. All you have to do is contact
the WSCFFF raffle master and Di-
rector at Large, Larry Gibbs (his
contact information is on page 3)
and Larry will do his best to lighten
your load.

Covering the Drift
Sad News

Our fly fishing community has lost
a dear friend. Corda Shirley passed
away the week before Christmas
after a long illness of cancer. Corda
was the wife of Bob Shirley, Past
President of our Washington State
Council. She retired from the Ta-
coma School District as Vice-
Principal of Mt. Tahoma High
School. Corda and Bob were very
active with the Puget Sound Fly
Fishers in Tacoma, Bob was Past
President of the club for many
years. They moved last year to
their new home in Corpus Christi,
Texas. Bob requested that in lieu of
flowers a memorial donation be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety.

Snoqualmie
Watershed

Research

WDFW is researching angler catch,
effort and demographics on the up-
per Snoqualmie Watershed, includ-
ing the North, South and Middle
Forks. Please take a few moments
to fill out a catch record card and
deposit it in one of the many creel
boxes located along the stream. For
more information on the program,
contact Chad Jackson, WDFW Dis-
trict Fisheries Biologist, (425) 775-
1311 ext. 113.
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DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL FLYFISHING EXPEDITIONS

All About the Fly

I\ Serving your Fly Fishing
N b Byt Moty needs from Monroe
b I_ {;: ‘I“-:lj ] | Ovwenerf Professional Guide Washington. 1
43 TT10 28ch Avenue SW
NGLERS Seattle, WA 98126 Fly Tying, Custorn Rod Building
- phone: 206-601-0132 and Guide Service
mcbile: 206-545-2197
dave(@ emeraldwateranglers.com www.allaboutthefly.com
WWW.EMERALDWATERANGLERS. COM
THE EVENING HATCH FLY SHOP _
Jason Boitano c lN&D” Free 1-866-482-4480 — e ———— _
Owner \ H 509-962-5959 : x ‘.S? T b -
&F 7 Kaulmanns-Streamborie
b e Everything for the Flyfisher
= Tackle * Schools - Travel : Classes
% Pro Shop Don Kojima
|FLY  “~————" SHOP| Boat Rentals ;
© 2308 Canyon Road Shutlles
Seattle Store Phone: 206-448-0601
Ellensburg, Wh 88926 Guide Sarvice 1911 Fourth Avenue Fax: 206-448-744 |
www.theeveninghatch.com Seattle, WA 9810] Web: www.kman.com
Local Knowledge, Expert Advice 9ESERT .FLY ANGLER’ l.é,("’
Fly Fishing Guide
Supplies Service

Jim & Sheila Gallagher, Owners SebG] Travel
‘ : Cellular: 509/929-1357 chools Darc Knobel

email: info@tightlinesangling.com

www.tightlinesangling.com 1656 Basin St SW =Suite B =Ephrata, WA 98823

113 East 15t Street © Cle Elum, WA 98922 = 509/674-2144 509-754-4070

Wasatch Custom Angling Products

Guided Trips Equipment Classes

silver bow

Sean Visintaineyr

13210 E Indiana Ave, Spokane, Wa 99216
Tel 509 924 9998 Fax 509 924 9080

Dean Childs, owner

1400 West Washington
Suite 104, Box 100
Sequim, Washington 98382

Tel: B01-391-2326
Fax: 801-340-0072

www.iilverbowflyshop.com wwew. fiytyingtools.com com
John E. Kendall
" Cwmer
PO Box N
Kettle Falls, WA 99141 L e

Fax 509-738-6755
Email: Info@3LakesFlyFishing.com

1060 14th Avenue

Longwew, Wa, 98632
Jobmkendall_SaE&msn.com
360-575-3970 work
FL0-431-7045 cell

waaw blackneronfiyfishing.con

WwWwWwW.3LAKESFLYFISHING.COM
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Businesses Supporting FFF

Please support your local FFF member fly shops,
businesses and guides. They support you.

Alaska Wildland Adventures,
PO Box 389,Girdwood, AK, 99587-0389, (800) 478 - 4100,
Email: info@alaskasportfish.com
All About the Fly,
212 E Main St, Monroe, WA, 98272, (425) 703 - 0810,
Email: kristin@allaboutthefly.com
Black Heron Fly Shop
1060 14th Avenue Longview, WA (360) 575-3970
Website:www.blackheronflyshop.com
Desert Fly Angler, LLC
1656 Basin St SW, Ephrata, WA 98823 (509)754-4070
Email: desertfly@gcpower.net
Emerald Water Anglers
7710 28 Ave SW Seattle WA 98126 (206) 601-0132
Email: dave@emeraldwateranglers.com
Fireside Fly Fishing,
475 Rainbow Ct, Homer, AK, 99603, (907) 235 - 7671,
Email: fireside@acsalaska.net
Fly Away Fly Shop,

101 Lake St B, Sitka, AK, 99835-7560, (877) 747 - 7301,
Email: flyaway@alaska.com
KaufmannStreamborn-Seattle
1911 4th Avenue Seattle WA 98101 (206) 448-0600
Website: kmanseattle@gmail.com
Red's Fly Shop & Guide Service,

PO Box 186, Ellensburg, WA, 98926-0186, (509) 929 - 1802,
Email: sjoyce63@yahoo.com
Silver Bow Fly Shop
13210 E Indiana, Spokane Valley, WA 99216, (509) 925-9080
Website: www.silverbowflyshop.com

Swiftwater Sports
17703 15th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA (206)
547.3377
Website: www.swiftwatersports.com
The Avid Angler,

17171 Bothell Way NE Ste A130, Lake Forest
Park, WA, 98155, (206) 362 - 4030,
Website: www.avidangler.com
The Evening Hatch,

2308 Yakima River Canyon Road, Ellensburg,
WA 98926 (509)-962-5959
Email: info@theeveninghatch.com
3Lakes Fly Fishing
PO Box 462 Kettle Falls ,WA 99141 (509) 675-
4200
Email:www.3lakesflyfishing.com
Twin Peaks Adventures
PO Box 754, Nome, AK 99762
Wasatch Custom Angling Products,
Wholesale only
1400 W Washington St, Ste 104, Box 100,
Sequim, WA, 98382, (801) 391 - 2326,
Email: wasatchangling@flytyingtools.com
Worley-Bugger Fly Co
303 S. Main St. #3, Ellensburg, WA 98926
(888) 950-3474
Website:www.worleybuggerflyco.com
Yakima River Fly Shop
113 E. 1st Street Cle Elum , WA 98922
(509) 674-2144
Email:www.tightlinesangling.com

Federation of Fly Fishers Membership Application

Full Name
Address
City / State / Zip
Phone home / work
Club Affiliation
Birth Date

Referred by:
Apply online at www.fedflyfishers.org

Please mail or call us at

Please check membership category

Canadian memberships add $5 per year All other countries add $10 per year
< Individual Membership ($35)
< 3-year individual ($85)
<= Senior Membership ($25)
for those age 65 and over
< Family Membership ($45)
spouses and children under 14
< 3-Year Family Member ($100)

< Youth Membership ($15)
for individual members under 14

< Disabled Veterans are Free
(Proof of 50% disability required)
< Individual Life ($500)
payment plans available
< Couple Life ($750) pymt. plans available
< Retail Membership ($75)
small fishing equipment stores
< Sustaining Membership ($200)

commercial / manufacturing businesses

Federation of Fly Fishers
215 E Lewis
Livingston, MT 59047

406 222-9369
406 222-9369 fax

Check Enclosed (checks payable to F.F.F.) US Funds
Credit Card
Card Number

MasterCard Discover

Expiration Date

Visa
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Fly of the Season

It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got
that swing so said Irving Mills with
music by Duke Ellington. No clue
as to whether either Mills or Elling-
ton ever held a fly rod in hand, but
the sentiment of their famous jazz
standard can be applied to tradi-
tional steelhead patterns like the
Green Butt Skunk.

While the jazzmen were creating
music, Wes Drain created this pat-
tern for Stillaguamish River steel-
head. Drain was a member of the
Washington Fly Fishing Club and
one of seven club members that
bought property and built cabins
along the river after World War I1.
Drain’s cabin was just down river
from Walt Johnson’s and upstream
from Al Knudson’s place. Fertile
ground indeed.
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The GBS is a fine example of the
sheer lengths that fly crafters will
reach to find exactly the right mate-
rial with which to compose a fly.
The wing of the original was a
blend of, yes, you guessed it, white
and black skunk hair. It’s not clear
exactly how the hair was gathered,
though | recall reading an article
some years ago about the travails
involved in attempting to salvage
fibers from a road-killed mephitis
mephitis.

It is also a fine example of a good
pattern that swings and when swung
properly, catches steelhead. Yes, I
know it really is a summer steel-
head pattern and this is the January
issue, but your editor is quite will-
ing to take liberties with the sea-
sons, if only because he has found
this winter weather to be weari-
some. Besides, he knows little or
nothing about steelheading and
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truly believes that the nickname
“metalheads” is more properly ap-
plied to those who persist in fishing
for that mythical creature called the
winter steelhead.

As with all swing compositions,
they change over time and the GBS
is no exception. Today the name-
sake skunk has been changed to
calftail with advant garde tiers
ramping up to synthetics. A little
improvisation is a good thing, for
when completed, it allows the an-
gler to return to the theme.
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